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PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

since its FOUnding in 1960, zaRwin BaUM deVitO
kaPLan schaeR & tOddy, P.c. has assembled some of 
the most knowledgeable and well-respected attorneys in the 
region to handle large-scale business transactions and high-
exposure litigation matters. managing shareholder mitchell 
kaplan attributes this growth to the firm’s unique blend of 
legal expertise and business experience. 

“By OFFeRing cLients high-LeVeL LegaL
representation that meets and in many cases exceeds their 
goals, we’ve been able to grow the practice from six or 
seven attorneys when i started here in 1982, to in excess of 
65 attorneys 31 years later,” says kaplan, who, in addition to 
serving as the firm’s managing shareholder for more than a 
decade, has spent his entire career at the firm. 

with its accOMPLished LawyeRs and extensiVe
resources, zarwin Baum is able to provide effective business 
solutions across a range of industries for clients of all sizes, 
from some of the largest businesses in the region to small 
businesses and sole proprietorships. The firm’s practice areas 
include commercial litigation and transactions, corporate 
finance, banking, estate planning and administration, 
taxation, mergers, environmental, employment, immigration, 
real estate, zoning and land use, and related litigation. The 
firm also defends businesses and individuals in casualty and 
professional liability matters. 

“we PRide OURseLVes On OUR aBiLity tO handLe
a variety of matters in a skillful yet efficient manner,” kaplan 
notes. “Business people are focusing more than ever on 
their bottom line, and our firm continues to deliver a cost-

effective product while ensuring that our clients benefit from 
a personal approach to their matters.”

as One OF the RegiOn’s Leading Law FiRMs,
zarwin Baum includes 15 attorneys who are av Preeminent® 
rated by martindale-hubbell®, the organization’s highest 
rating for legal ability and ethical standards. The firm is also 
listed in Best’s directory of recommended insurance 
attorneys, and many of its members have been selected for 
inclusion in Pennsylvania or new Jersey superlawyers. 
additionally, and reflecting the reputation of the firm among 
its peers, three members of the firm are former chairs of the 
real Property section of the Philadelphia Bar association.

BeyOnd its LegaL PRactice, zaRwin BaUM has a
reputation in Philadelphia for its commitment to improving 
the quality of life of the area’s residents. members of the firm 
regularly serve as leaders in a wide variety of civic and 
philanthropic organizations, and the firm is well known 
throughout the region for its many charitable endeavors, 
such as large-scale events benefiting the ronald mcdonald 
house, easter seals of southeastern Pennsylvania, and 
Philabundance. 

“ciVic ResPOnsiBiLity is an iMPORtant PaRt OF
our firm’s culture, and we have long been dedicated to 
contributing our time, energy, and economic resources to 
charitable causes,” kaplan observes. “having been ranked 
among the top 25 most charitable companies in the region 
by the philadelphia business journal, it’s very satisfying to 
know that we have been recognized for our work in the 
community, as well as for our skill and expertise as attorneys.”
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Anthony (Tony) baratta 
Auto accidents, brain injury,  
medical malpractice 
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Personal Injury, Medical Malpractice 
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Edward F. Chacker 
personal injury, medical malpractice 
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Criminal Law, Personal Injury: Plaintiff 
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Jacoby Donner P.C. 

William a. denmark 
Real Estate, Construction,  
Business & Commercial 
Page 20

Jeffrey B. Rotwitt 
Real Estate Finance, Venture capital,  
private equity 
Page 14

John B. Whalen, Jr. Attorney at Law 
estate law, estate planning, estate 
administration, estate taxation 
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Kats Van Der Veen & Associates 

marina kats 
personal injury, criminal, divorce 
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John J. Kerrigan, Jr. Attorney at Law 
Criminal defense 
Page 21

Kurtz & Revness, P.C. 

stuart b. kurtz 
Real estate, corporate and commercial law 
Page 23

Lamm Law 
Creditors’ rights, equipment leasing, 
commercial finance 
Page 12

Law Office of NiaLena Caravasos, LLC 
Federal criminal defense, white-collar crime, 
criminal defense 
Page 20

Law Offices of Howard Bruce Klein, PC 
White-Collar criminal defense, civil litigation 
Page 21

Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP 

Sharon N. Humble, Esq. 
Real Estate Tax Law 
Page 12

Louis Coffey 
alternative dispute resolution,  
construction law, commercial litigation 
Page 10

Mammuth & Rosenberg 

Marc S. Rosenberg 
Personal Injury, Products Liability,  
Wrongful Death 
Page 23

Messa & Associates, P.C. 

Joseph L. Messa jr., Richard i. heleniak 
medical malpractice, Personal Injury 
Page 16

Michael J. Diamondstein, Esquire 
Criminal law, white-collar law 
Page 12

Mitts Law, LLC 

Maurice R. Mitts 
complex commercial litigation, bankruptcy, 
creditors’ rights 
Page 14

Nastlaw, LLC 
antitrust litigation, pharmaceutical 
litigation, personal injury 
Page 17

O’Neill, Bragg & Staffin, P.C. 

Mel Staffin, Esq. 
Real Estate, Tax law 
Page 20

Oliver & Caiola LLC 

James J. oliver 
Personal injury, elder and estate law, 
business, real estate 
Page 21

Plakins & Associates, P.C. 

Naomi A. Plakins 
Medical Malpractice, Civil Litigation, 
Insurance 
Page 23

Segal McCambridge Singer & Mahoney, Ltd. 

Joseph cagnoli, jr. 
products liability, environmental law, 
business & commercial, oil & gas 
Page 20

Semanoff Ormsby Greenberg & Torchia, LLC 

charles w. ormsby, jr. 
business & commercial, employment,  
real estate, intellectual property 

michael j. torchia 
commercial litigation, labor & employment 
Page 23

Sheller, P.C. 

Stephen a. Sheller, jamie l. sheller 
WhistleBlower Qui tam, mass torts, products 
liability: medical device & pharmaceutical 
Page 9

Shelly Law Offices, LLC 
Plaintiff Personal Injury, Medical malpractice, 
Wrongful Death, motor vehicle accidents 
Page 23

Silverang, Donohoe,  
Rosenzweig & Haltzman, LLC 
Civil litigation, commercial, real estate 
Page 13

The Law Offices of Robert F. Zielinski 
Intellectual property, internet law, 
technology 
Page 16

The Law Offices of Stanley M. Joffe, Esq. 
Trusts & estates, immigration, tax law, 
international law 
Page 21

The Spade Law Firm, LLC 
Civil rights, professional liability,  
premises liability, personal injury 
Page 16

The Wescott Law Firm, PC 

Lynanne B. Wescott 
Criminal Defense: Non-White Collar 
Page 23 

Wapner, Newman, Wigrizer, Brecher  
& Miller, A Professional Corporation 

marc g. brecher 
Medical malpractice, personal injury 
Page 20 

Steven G. Wigrizer 
Medical malpractice, personal injury, 
Products Liability 
Page 23

Weir & Partners LLP 
Business, Bankruptcy, civil litigation 
Page 11

Zarwin Baum DeVito Kaplan  
Schaer & Toddy, P.C. 
Commercial, real estate, insurance 
Page 3

Philadelphia’s 
top rated l aw yers
Philadelphia’s Top Rated Lawyers helps 
take the mystery out of locating a high-
quality advocate to protect you, your 
family, your business and all other as-
sets. The lawyers in this comprehen-
sive list are considered first-rate in 
their field and are available to help.

F E A T U R I N G
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FOR attORney MaRina kats, FaiRness and
justice are not just words; they are principles by which 
she lives her life. as the founder of kats van der veen & 
associates, marina ensures that everyone has access to fair 
representation. it is because of this mission that her firm 
takes the unusual position of accepting smaller cases in 
addition to much bigger ones. “every client deserves 
aggressive advocacy,” marina says. “That’s ultimately why 
i decided to be a lawyer—so that everyone has an equal 
opportunity to be heard.” 

BORn and Raised in kieV, UkRaine, MaRina is an
american success story. after immigrating to Philadelphia in 
1979, she enrolled in business school and then law school 
while working two jobs. “it was clear to me that the keys 
to success in america were education and hard work.” 

in 1995, kats OBtained an LL.M. in tRiaL adVOcacy
 (masters of law) from Temple university school of law, 
an advanced degree held by less than one percent of all 
attorneys. That year, she founded the law firm of kats van 
der veen & associates, which has since become one of the 
most well-respected law firms in the region, with offices in 
Pennsylvania, new Jersey, and new york. “in the nearly two 
decades since we opened our doors, we have won multiple 
seven- and eight-figure awards for our clients, including 
a $30 million result for the victim of a motorcycle accident, 
a $10 million recovery for a child pedestrian struck by a 
tractor-trailer, and a $3 million award for a nurse who 
sustained traumatic brain injuries in a motor vehicle 
accident, as well as many not-guilty verdicts in 
criminal cases.”

indeed, the FiRM has sUccessFULLy RePResented 
clients before the Pennsylvania supreme Court and secured 
pardons for its criminal clients from the Pennsylvania 
governor. its dedicated team of professionals—which 
includes members who are fluent in languages ranging 
from russian and ukrainian to spanish, italian, and Polish–is
experienced in helping those injured by others’ negligence 
and defending people accused of crimes. The firm also 
assists individuals and companies in the areas of real estate, 
immigration, social security, divorce, and family law. 

aside FROM heR LegaL PURsUits, kats is a
successful businesswoman, operating companies that focus 
on commercial real estate projects and venture-capital 
financial services. as a leader in the Philadelphia community, 
she is involved in a number of charitable and civic 
organizations. she is an appointed member of albert 
einstein hospital’s Board of Trustees and the einstein 
healthcare network’s Board of overseers, as well as an 
elected Trustee of the foreign Policy research institute and 
President of the russian-american Chamber of Commerce. 
she is President of Temple university’s President’s advisory 
Board, and has been bestowed the title of dame by the 

ecumenical hospitaller order of the st. John knights of 
malta. in 2008, kats made history as the first ukrainian-born 
candidate to ever run for u.s. Congress. 

as a testaMent tO heR sUccess, kats has Been
Preeminent® rated by martindale-hubbell® and included 
in pennsylvania superlawyers. in march 2010, kats 
was inducted into the women’s entrepreneurship hall of 
fame by the Temple university league for entrepreneurial 
women. she has also been honored by 
former Pennsylvania Governor Tom 
ridge as one of the “50 Best Business 
women in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania,” and as “woman of 
the year” by the ymCa. 

mArinA kAtS
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Marina Kats

Kats van der veen & associates
Personal inJury, criMinal, d ivorce
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Philadelphia Legislation Make LGBT-Friendly Reforms
Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter signed legislation in October 

that provides sweeping reforms to make the city more Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender-inclusive. 

The bill mandates that all new or renovated buildings owned by 
the city include gender-neutral bathrooms in addition to restrooms 
for men and women. The new law also gives tax credits to companies 
that provide LGBT-inclusive employee benefits. It grants new rights 
to same-sex couples, and it amends the city’s nondiscrimination laws 
to include gender identity. 

Nutter told NBC’s local Philadelphia affiliate, “My goal is for 
Philadelphia is to be one of, if not the most, LGBT-friendly cities in 
the world and a leader on equality issues.” The bill’s sponsor, City 
Councilman Jim Kenny, called it; “The next iteration of civil rights 
and freedom in the United States.”

Philadelphia is the first city in the United States to offer tax credits 
to businesses that give employee benefits and office health care to 
workers’ same-sex partners and their children. Under the new law, 
transgendered workers may now have access to health care including 
psychotherapy, hormone treatment, hair removal and gender 
reassignment surgery.

The bill strengthens the city’s nondiscrimination ordinance, making 
it illegal to discriminate based on gender identity. City forms and 
websites will also now include input options for same-sex couples 
and transgendered people.

Pennsylvania is the only state in the Northeast that hasn’t adopted 
marriage equality and offers no civil unions, domestic partnerships, 
or marriage options to gay couples. However, this new bill will extend 
medical and end-of-life decision-making to same-sex couples. 

A federal lawsuit that challenges Pennsylvania’s ban on same-sex 
marriage is pending, and the state’s attorney general, Kathleen Kane, 
says she won’t challenge the law. Meantime, Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Corbett has filed legal briefs defending the antigay law. 

Still, Democratic State Rep. Brian Sims of Philadelphia, the first 
openly gay candidate elected to the state legislature, celebrated his 
city’s historic legislation: “This is a city that is truly respecting all its 
citizens. It is because of that respect that we are indeed a first-class 
city and we will continue to shine.”

Philadelphia Sees Changes in Mass Tort Litigation 
Philadelphia, which has traditionally been a center of mass tort 

litigation, is experiencing a slowdown in the number of new mass tort 
cases filed in the city’s courts.

Judge John W. Herron, the administrative judge at the civil trial 
division of the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas, suggested two 
explanations for the decline: fewer new asbestos filings and an increase 
in resolved cases requiring no further court action. 

Attorney Peter J. Neeson said he noticed the recent drop off  
in asbestos cases in Philadelphia and attributed it to better  
shipyard safety measures and mesothelioma’s lengthy latency  
period. People exposed to asbestos decades ago may have died  
before developing the cancer. 

“Mass torts are cyclical,” says Sol H. Weiss, an attorney with Anapol 
Schwartz, in reference to the lull. Weiss, who handles complex 
litigation, said that which cases go to trial has a lot to do with 

Settlements in the Sandusky sexual abuse case, law-
suits over a building collapse, design flaws at city 
schools, and LGBT-friendly reforms have made legal 
headlines in Philadelphia in 2013. 

continued on page 8
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lawmakers’ actions in Washington D.C. He says one possible reason 
for the tort slowdown is the Federal Drug Administration’s recent 
emphasis on proper warning labels for prescription drugs. 

Weiss says that although the city is experiencing a slow down, it 
won’t last forever. “There are still a number of mass torts that are in 
the federal system. There are peaks and valley, and right now we’re in 
a trough.”

Wrongful Death Lawsuits Filed in Philadelphia  
Building Collapse

Two wrongful death lawsuits were filed in September following 
the June collapse of a brick wall onto a neighboring Salvation Army 
thrift store. The collapsed wall had been unsupported and was part 
of a building that was slated for demolition. 

The collapse trapped 19 and killed six people, including 24-year-
old Mary Lea Simpson, whose family filed the first wrongful death 
suit in September. The Simpson family’s lawsuit blames the Salvation 
Army, collapsed building owner Richard Basciano, and the demolition 
contractors, for her death. 

“Even a child playing with building blocks should understand that 
if you pile blocks up in a wall and you don’t support it… it’s going to 
fall,” said Steven Wigrizer, who is representing the Simpsons. Wigrizer 
previously won a multimillion-dollar settlement against Basciano over 
the collapse of a garage in 1997. 

Basciano and the Salvation Army had been feuding over demolition 
plans for months leading up to the collapse. He wanted access to the 
wall above the thrift store to begin demolition by hand. It appears 
that demolition had already begun when talk stalled—and before the 
dispute could be resolved. 

“They went in there, didn’t tell us, and started knocking things 
out,” says Eric Weiss, a lawyer for the Salvation Army.

The Simpson suit faults the Salvation Army for remaining open 
during the demolition and Griffin Campbell and Sean Benschop for 
crafting a risky plan and starting work before they’d secured permits 
for demolition. 

A second wrongful death suit was filed in mid-September by the 
family of Roseline Conteh, an immigrant from Sierra Leone and 
mother of eight.

“This collapse was caused by negligence, carelessness, recklessness, 
intentional misrepresentations, and conscience-shocking behavior,” 
the suit says. It goes on to state that the defendants could have 
prevented the collapse and had ample warning that structural problems 
could hinder demolition. 

Mariya Plekan, a 52-year-old woman who survived being buried 
in the rubble for 13 hours, also filed suit in September. Plekan lost 
both of her legs as a result of her injuries.

Philadelphia Schools Sue Over Design Flaws
The School District of Philadelphia filed 25 lawsuits in late July 

against architecture and design firms. The suits cite millions of dollars 
worth of “design deficiencies” in plans for school district buildings. 

The suits were filed in Pennsylvania’s Court of Common Pleas, 
seeking damages on projects for the Capital Improvement Program. 
As part of the program, aimed at reversing two-and-a-half decades 
of “disinvestment” in school properties, architectural firms bid to 
rehabilitate and build new facilities for district buildings. 

District spokesman Fernando Gallard says that in each case there 
were “deficiencies in the drawings and specifications” the firms prepared 
for the projects. He did not say what the deficiencies were or how 
they affected the school district buildings. 

Gallard said in a statement that the district intends to pursue legal 
action aggressively. “The school district anticipates recovering up to 
$2 million as a result of these suits,” he said.

The lawsuits came as part of a savings initiative that generated 
$33 million for the district in July. The Philadelphia school system 
was looking to close a $304 million budget deficit, which resulted in 
cuts to programs, extracurricular activities, and the layoff of 4,000 
teachers, administrators and support staff. 

Though the district did not disclose what it hoped to do with the 
money, $2 million could represent the salaries of 50 of the district’s 
290 laid-off secretaries, who make an average of $38,448 per year 
according to district pay data. 

In October, Pennsylvania’s Gov. Tom Corbett released $45 million 
in state funding for the embattled Philadelphia School District, which 
allowed for the return of 400 teachers and administrators.

Penn State Reaches Settlement With 26 Sandusky Victims
Penn State University has reached a $59.7 million settlement with 

26 sexual abuse victims in the case of Jerry Sandusky, the university’s 
former assistant football coach.

“The Board of Trustees has had as one of its primary objectives to 
reach settlements in a way that is fair and respects the privacy of the 
individuals involved,” Chair of the Board of Trustees Keith Masser 
said in a statement. “This is another important milestone in 
accomplishing that goal.” 

University President Rodney Erickson said in a statement, “We 
hope this is another step forward in the healing process for those hurt 
by Mr. Sandusky, and another step forward for Penn State.”

Attorney Ben Andreozzi, who represents nine of the victims, said 
he was pleased with the settlements. “No amount of money can 
compensate for what these young men have gone through,” he said. 
“But Penn State has given them the resources—financially and 
counseling—they need to help them recover.”

The university has said that no part of the settlement will be funded 
with student tuition, taxpayer funds, or donations. The school will 
make up the difference between expenses not covered by insurance 
with revenue from interest on loans made by the school.

The school has already spent more than $50 million in costs related 
to the Sandusky scandal, including lawyer fees, public relation expenses, 
and new sex abuse policies. 

There are six remaining claimants whose cases Penn State has 
rejected as being without merit. In June 2012, Sandusky was convicted 
of 45 criminal counts of abuse over the course of 15 years and is 
currently serving a 30- to 60-year prison sentence. 

A number of young men testified that Sandusky showered with 
them and in some cases groped or had sex with them. Sandusky has 
admitted to showering with the boys, but vigorously denies wrongdoing. 
He is currently pursuing appeals in the cases.

“Even a child playing with building 
blocks should understand that if 
you pile blocks up in a wall and you 
don’t support it… it’s going to fall,” 
- Steven Wigrizer

continued from page 7
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A personal injury class allows you to par-
ticipate in a group lawsuit to recover 
damages for an injury. Th e cost of litiga-

tion is shared by the entire group, so it be-
comes reasonable for an attorney to take the 
case. Class action lawsuits are particularly 
eff ective in forcing large companies to 
change the way they do business.

Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure controls the creation of class ac-
tions fi led in federal court. Th e Class Action 
Fairness Act of 2005 allows an attorney to 
use federal class action rules in state court 
if any of the plaintiff s live in a diff erent state 
from where the action is fi led.

Personal inJury Class aCtions 
Must Be CertiFied

Th e court must allow appropriate lawsuits 
to be turned into a class action. A judge 
determines if a class action is a fair and ef-
fi cient way to handle a large number of po-
tential cases. Th e plaintiff ’s lawyer must 

show that the case and the plaintiff  are good 
representations for the injured group. If a 
judge agrees, he certifi es the class and allows 
the class action to proceed.

Potential PlaintiFFs 
Can oPt out

If you are part of the group that has been 
injured, you must opt out of the class action 
if you want to sue on your own. Opting out 
tells the court that you do not want the re-
sults of the lawsuit to apply to you. If you 
fail to opt out of the class action, you lose 
the right to sue on your own behalf.

Mass inJury Cases
Mass injury class actions are a more com-

plex type of personal injury group litigation. 
Mass injuries are typically cases where large 
groups of people have been injured by a de-
fective drug or product, such as defective 
breast implants. It can be hard to use a class 
action to resolve mass torts because indi-

vidual personal injuries will differ. It 
can be impossible to determine the size of 
the settlement needed to compensate plain-
tiff s who may develop injury symptoms in 
the future.

Once started, the case could take more 
or less time to resolve than an individual 
lawsuit. Much depends on the defendant 
and how hard it fi ghts the class’ claims. A 
case may go on for years. A judge or jury 
may decide who wins, but quite often class 
actions end with a settlement.

a Brief introDuction to 
Class aCtion laWsuits

AS SEEN ON
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over the past fifty years, stephen a. sheller’s dedication to consumer protection and 
socially conscious litigation has touched on causes ranging from the civil rights movement 
to voting rights and more. as the founder of sheller, P.C., he continues to fight for plaintiffs 
nationwide in pharmaceutical and medical device product liability, mass torts, and 
whistleblower qui tam cases.

“steve has always championed the underdog,” says Brian J. mcCormick, Jr., a 
managing partner at the firm. “These whistleblower cases continue that philosophy 
because we’re advocating for people who are trying to right a wrong, often against 
a large corporate entity.”

in the past four years alone, sheller has been counsel in four of the largest whistleblower 
cases in u.s. history, helping to recover more than $6 billion for the u.s. government. The 
most recent is a $2.2 billion settlement against Johnson & Johnson over illegal marketing of 
the antipsychotic drug risperdal. The firm is also heavily involved in the recent $2.5 billion 
settlement for patients injured by dePuy hip implants. 

“our major purpose has always been to do the right thing.That’s why we take cases that 
the public will benefit from as well as our clients,” sheller notes.

This philosophy also drives sheller to give back through the sheller family foundation, 
establishing the stephen and sandra sheller Center for social Justice at the Temple 
university Beasley school of law in fall 2013. sheller has also written the book A nation 
betrayed: A national trial lawyer reveals How greed is crippling our country And 
destroying our democracy, to be released in 2014.

sheller, P.c. 
WhistleBloWer Qui taM, Mass torts, Products liaBility: Medical device & PharMaceutical

Stephen A. Sheller
JAmie l. Sheller

LEGAL  LEADERS

1528 walnuT sTreeT, 4Th floor
PhiladelPhia, Pa 19102

Ph: 215.790.7300

sasheller@sheller.Com 
Jlsheller@sheller.Com |  BJmCCormiCk@sheller.Com

www.sheLLeR.cOM
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stephen a. sheller
Kelly & Massa Photography
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he specializes in cases involving serious bodily 

injuries and death, including brain injuries, from 

motor vehicle and work accidents and dangerous 

property conditions. Tony has also obtained signifi cant compensation for 

victims of medical malpractice.

Check out his blogs on barattarussell.com to learn more about how Tony 

can help you or your loved ones:

• Texting, the New drunk driving

• how to protect yourself from a Medical Mistake

• how to prove post – Concussion symptoms are Real

• The 5 steps i take to win your Medical Malpractice Claim

a Philadelphia native and graduate of Temple university‘s school of law, 

Tony has also been selected to Philadelphia super lawyers each year since 

2008. he is a member of the american Trial lawyers association, Traumatic 

Brain injury litigation Group as well as the american association for Justice 

medical malpractice Group.

anthony (tony) Baratta
AutO AccidentS, brAin inJurY, 
medicAl mAlprActice

BaRaTTa, Russell & BaRaTTa

3500 reading way, huntingdon Valley, pa 19006
ph: 215.914.2222 | fax: 215.914.2118
www.barattarussell.com
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francis J. Catania is the managing partner of 

Catania & Parker, llP. he represents Pennsylva-

nia municipalities, municipal authorities, and school districts in all areas 

of governance and operations. he also assists private clients in meeting 

their compliance obligations with local, state, and federal governments, as 

well as in appearances before administrative agencies and boards. he has 

directed his fi rm’s tax practice for more than 20 years and had previously 

practiced as a Certifi ed Public accountant. for every year since 2004, he has 

received the martindale-hubbell highest peer review rating of av® Preemi-

nent for both legal ability and ethical standards. his current public service 

includes serving as chairman of the delaware County redevelopment au-

thority, the delaware County economic development oversight Board and 

the delaware County authority.

francis J. catania
municipAl lAw, gOvernment relAtiOnS

caTaNia & PaRKeR, llP

230 north Monroe street, 2nd floor, Media, pa 19063
ph: 610.565.8101 | fax: 610.565.7613
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edward Chacker, a past Chancellor of the 

Philadelphia Bar association (1999) and former 

President of the Philadelphia Trial lawyers asso-

ciation, is recognized as one of the outstanding 

trial lawyers in Pennsylvania. mr. Chacker has a well-earned reputation for 

handling his clients with concern, and he is capable of both negotiating 

an excellent settlement or trying the case to verdict. mr. Chacker also lec-

tures frequently, with a special emphasis on trial techniques. he has also 

appeared on numerous radio and television shows, discussing a wide range 

of subjects.

admitted to practice before the Pennsylvania bar, as well as federal courts 

in Pennsylvania and new york, the u.s. Court of appeals for the Third 

Circuit, and the u.s. Court of federal Claims, mr. Chacker graduated from 

the university of Toledo College of law and Temple university. his many 

speaking appearances include presentations at Temple university and the 

roscoe Pound institute. mr. Chacker is a current mediator and arbitrator for 

the u.s. district Court for the eastern district of Pennsylvania and Court of 

Common Pleas of Philadelphia. he has served on the board of directors for 

numerous legal and charitable organizations and has served as President 

of the Philadelphia Bar foundation in 2003. mr. Chacker is also a member 

of the Pennsylvania and american Bar associations, the Pennsylvania Bar 

institute, and the american association for Justice.

edWard f. chacKer
perSOnAl inJurY, medicAl mAlprActice

Gay chacKeR & MiTTiN, P.c. 

1731 spring garden street, philadelphia, pa 19130
ph: 215.567.7955; 866.371.5853 | fax: 215.567.6809 | www.gaychackermittin.com
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former senior partner of a national law firm 

handling complex, multi-party transactions. 

Created first land condo in Pa to facilitate phased 

development of a suburban office park. Created first expandable and 

contractible nJ condo to facilitate phased development of several hundred 

townhomes. law practice includes all aspects of finance, design, 

development, construction and operation of sports and entertainment 

facilities, including leases with professional sports teams, concessionaire 

and vendor contracts. Creation and operation of partnerships, joint 

ventures and disputes, limited liability companies, corporations, eminent 

domain proceedings, acquisition and disposition of commercial real estate 

and businesses and entity governance and governance board disputes. 

neutral arbitrator and mediator in complex real estate and commercial 

disputes and major construction claims. expert witness. Business consulting, 

small businesses. selected for inclusion in the the best lawyers in 

America® from 2009-2014. fellow, College of Commercial arbitrators; 

international mediation institute Certified.

louis coffey
AlternAtive diSpute reSOlutiOn, 
cOnStructiOn lAw, cOmmerciAl litigAtiOn

louis coffey

p.O. box 59347, philadelphia, pa 19102-9347 | ph: 215.446.3040
suite 6b coral sea towers | 10300 w bay harbor dr., bay harbor islands, fl 33154
ph: 305.861.0102
coffeyconsulting@gmail.com
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wAlter weir Jr. 
SuSAn verbonitz
kenneth e. AAron

dAniel b. mArkind
brett A. dAtto
mArc J. zucker

bonnie r. golub
Steven e. AngStreich

Joel S. Solomon

LEGAL  LEADERS

standing, from left: stephen holden, Marc J. Zucker, Bonnie R. Golub, daniel B. Markind, 
Jennifer hiller Nimeroff, Joel s. solomon, susan M. verbonitz, Brett datto, carolyn c. lindheim
seated, from left: steven e. angstreich, walter weir, Jr., Kenneth e. aaron

Weir & Partners llP
B u s i n e s s , B a n K r u P t c y, c i v i l  l i t i g at i o n

a leader in business, banking, and commer-
cial law, weir & Partners is committed to 
finding practical, cost-effective solutions for 
its clients’ complex legal challenges. walter 
weir, Jr., the firm’s managing partner, notes, 
“while we’re experienced trial lawyers, we 
treat our clients’ issues as practical problems 
requiring prompt, efficient, and economical 
resolutions.” 

weir & Partners represents a panoply 
of business, banking, and commercial 
interests. The firm’s banking practice group 
handles complex commercial litigation, 
secured lending, creditors’ rights, and bank-
ruptcy matters for major financial institu-
tions. The firm’s business group handles cor-
porate and real estate transactional matters, 
airport/aviation and energy related matters, 
as well as general corporate representation. 
The firm also represents municipalities and 
governmental agencies, and handles white-
collar criminal investigations.

“we’re relationship lawyers committed 
to our clients’ long term interests,” weir 
explains. “we’re invested in our clients’ suc-
cess and, in turn, our clients are invested in 
ours.” The firm has grown from 15 
to 30 lawyers during the past five years. 

fifteen of its attorneys are av Preeminent® 
rated by martindale-hubbell®, 
and many are rated as superlawyers.

in addition to having offices in delaware, 
new Jersey, and Pennsylvania, weir & 
Partners’ lawyers are licensed in the district 
of Columbia, new york, florida, and north 
Carolina. The firm’s lawyers have tried cases 
in state and federal courts, and argued 
cases in intermediate appellate courts and 
the supreme Courts of Pa, Ca, CT, ny, fl, 
sC, ri, ma, TX, il, md, de, mn, and nJ. 
The firm represents clients in business affairs 
throughout the u.s. and in foreign countries.

philadelphia offiCe
1339 ChesTnuT sT

suiTe 500
PhiladelPhia

Pa 19107
Ph: 215.665.8181
faX: 215.665.8464

New JeRsey offiCe
Ph: 856.662.1018

delawaRe offiCe
Ph: 302.652.8181

www.weiRpaRTNeRs.CoM
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b usinesses in dire fi nancial trouble don’t 
necessarily have to close up shop and go 
out of business. You may be able to save 

your business, keep operating and get fi nan-
cial relief at the same time.

Th e basic idea is simple: It is better for 
everyone to let you keep operating and re-
organize your business aff airs than to simply 
liquidate a business. Learn some of the ba-
sics of Chapter 11 bankruptcies to see if you 
can use it to save your business.

REORGANIZING YOUR BUSINESS
If you can come up with a plan showing 

how reorganizing your business aff airs will 
get your business out of the red and into the 
black, Chapter 11 may be the answer.

When your business fi les for bankrupt-
cy, the business’s property becomes prop-
erty of the bankruptcy estate. Any collec-
tion activities pending against the business 
are automatically stayed. Th e automatic stay 
gives you and your creditors some time and 

breathing room. You can use, sell or lease 
the business’s property. You can even look 
for fi nancing to continue its operations. 

THE PLAN
You have the right to propose 

a reorganization plan for the fi rst 120 
days after the case is fi led. Th e plan does 
many things, but it mainly sets out the de-
tails for repaying your creditors. Th e bank-
ruptcy trustee appointed to your case usu-
ally forms a committee of your creditors who 
vote on your plan.

The basic idea during the plan 
negotiation process is for you and most of 
your creditors to come up with a plan that 
has a realistic chance of success. In other 
words, one where most if not all of your 
creditors are repaid, at least some 
portion of your debts, and the business 
continues operations.

If the plan is confi rmed—it takes court 
approval—you come out of the bankruptcy 

usually with much lower debts and a new 
“reorganized” business.

PROTECTION FOR CREDITORS
Protecting creditors and making sure 

they’re treated fairly is one of the goals in 
any bankruptcy. Your creditors may ask the 
court to dismiss or throw out your case if 
they think it was fi led in bad faith or think 
there’s no chance of a successful reorganiza-
tion plan.

reorGanizinG When filinG 
unDer ChaPter 11 BankruPtCy

AS SEEN ON
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attorney michael J. diamondstein is a member 

of the Pennsylvania, new Jersey and federal Bars 

who has handled in excess of 20,000 criminal 

cases in state and federal courts throughout the 

u.s. he has defended high-profi le, media-sensitive cases as well as serious 

but unreported criminal cases. he has secured acquittals and dismissals 

for hundreds of his previous clients. he is well respected in the legal com-

munity as he routinely represents clients who have been referred to him by 

judges, prosecutors, law enforcement offi cers and fellow attorneys.

mr. diamondstein’s vast experience and demonstrated skill have led him 

to be named as one of the Top one hundred Pennsylvania Trial attorneys 

by the national Trial lawyers association and have made him qualifi ed 

to handle death penalty cases under Pennsylvania rule 801. he has been 

picked by superlawyers since 2010. This same level of experience and skill 

enables him to provide the highest standard of representation for anyone 

accused of crimes, under investigation or recently arrested.

michael J. diamondstein is a lifelong resident of the Philadelphia met-

ropolitan area. a graduate of ithaca College, mr. diamondstein attended 

widener university school of law, from which graduated summa cum laude.

Michael J. diaMondstein, esQ.
criminAl lAw, white-cOllAr lAw

Michael J. diaMoNdsTeiN, esQuiRe

2 penn center – suite 900, 1500 JfK blvd., philadelphia, pa 19102
ph: 215.940.2700 | fax: 215.940.2701 
www.michaeldiamondstein.com

PRoof - foR aPPRoval oNly

Principal and founder of disandro & malloy, PC, 
e. douglas disandro has been representing per-
sonal injury claimants for 30 years in Pennsylvania 
and new Jersey. he is a graduate of the university 

of Pennsylvania wharton school and of the widener university school of 
law. he has achieved numerous multimillion-dollar recoveries for injured 
victims and is a certifi ed member of the million dollar advocates forum.

he has received the distinct honor of being named a Pennsylvania 
superlawyer based on the independent survey of peers and industry lead-
ers within the legal community, most recently being selected in 2006, 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012. only the top fi ve percent of Pennsylvania lawyers re-
ceive this distinction.

he is rated av® Preeminent, the highest rating possible from martindale-
hubbell, which evaluates attorneys’ legal ability and ethical background 
based on evaluation by their peers. a past board member of the Philadel-
phia Trial lawyers association and the italian lawyers Justinian association, 
he serves as a mediator privately and as a Judge Pro Tem for the Philadel-
phia Court system.

he is licensed to practice in Pennsylvania and new Jersey, united states 
supreme Court, united states district Court for the eastern district of 
Pennsylvania, and the united states Court of appeals.

e. douglas dIsandro
plAintiFFS’ perSOnAl inJurY, prOductS 
liAbilitY, AlternAtive diSpute reSOlutiOn

dIsaNdRo & Malloy Pc

1760 Market street, suite 1201, philadelphia, pa 19103
ph: 215.587.9900 | fax: 215.587.9930

10 grove street, haddonfield, nJ 08033
ph: 856.429.3700

dd@disandromalloy.com | www.disandromalloy.com

PRoof - foR aPPRoval oNly

sharon humble has worked with linebarger 
Goggan Blair & sampson, llP for over 23 years. 
she heads up this national fi rm’s Philadelphia offi ce 
as its managing Partner and is in her 9th year serv-

ing on the fi rm’s national management Committee. 
ms. humble has collected over $305 million in delinquent real estate tax 

revenues assessed by the City and school district of Philadelphia. her work 
has gotten over 11,000 vacant, blighted, and abandoned homes into the 
ownership of responsible owners and back on the City’s revenue-producing 
tax rolls. 

ms. humble is admitted to practice law in Pennsylvania and Texas. she 
is also admitted to practice before the u.s. supreme Court; the u.s. Court 
of appeals, fifth Circuit; and the u.s. district Court, eastern, western, and 
northern districts of Texas. in 1991, she received the american Jurispru-
dence award by lawyers Cooperative Publishing for excellent achieve-
ment in Constitutional law, and she served as a teaching assistant for Con-
stitutional law in 1993-94. she has published numerous scholarly articles 
and annotations which have been cited as authority in fourteen law review 
articles and one book. 

she represents other regional clients as well, managing their business and 
legal needs through her Philadelphia offi ce. 

sharon n. huMBle, esQ.
reAl eStAte tAX lAw

liNeBaRGeR GoGGaN BlaiR & saMPsoN, llP

4 penn center, 1600 JfK blvd, suite 910
philadelphia, pa 19103
ph: 267.386.3131 | fax: 215.790.1197
sharon.humble@lgbs.com | www.lgbs.com
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lamm law’s Creditors’ rights, workout and 

Bankruptcy practice includes representation of 

fi nancial institutions, asset-based lenders, real estate brokers, equipment 

lenders and lessors and other businesses in matters involving small ticket 

and middle market fi nancing. 

our Creditors’ rights, workout and Bankruptcy professionals are distin-

guished by our industry knowledge and dedication to acting with speed, 

diligence and detail. we work closely with our clients as an extension of 

their team to maximize recovery in the most cost-effi cient manner. 

other areas of practice include: Business Transactions & Commercial 

finance, Commercial litigation, employment law, intellectual Property and 

real estate.

back row: stephen levin, Anthony l. lamm, Andrew unterlack

front row seated: deirdre richards, lyndsay rowland

laMM laW
creditOrS’ rightS, bAnKruptcY, 
eQuipment leASing, trAnSActiOnAl lAw, 
bAnKing And intellectuAl prOpertY

laMM law

1608 walnut street, suite 703, philadelphia, pa 19103
ph: 215.638.9330 | fax: 215.638.2867
www.lammlaw.com
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kevin J. SilverAng
mArk S. hAltzmAn

LEGAL  LEADERS seated, from left: Kevin J. silverang, Kelly anne donohoe
standing, from left: Mark s. haltzman, catharine e. sibel, 
philip s. rosenzweig

silverang, donohoe, rosenZWeig & haltZMan, llc 
civil  l it igation, coMMercial, real estate

silverang, donohoe, rosenzweig & haltzman, llC is a commercial 
law firm that provides sophisticated representation in real estate 
and business transactions and commercial litigation. with two 
attorneys who have been av Preeminent® rated by martindale-
hubbell™—kevin silverang and mark haltzman—as well as lawyers 
who have been included in pennsylvania superlawyers, the firm is 
able to offer clients big firm expertise in a more intimate setting. 

“we understand that our clients require an individualized, 
business-centric approach to solving their problems, and our 
firm’s philosophy is to provide that service in the most efficient 
way possible,” says silverang, who has more than 30 years of 
experience in commercial law. “ultimately, our practical business 
approach is the reason we have been able to establish many 
enduring client relationships.”

The firm handles real estate transactions and commercial 
litigation throughout the country. its diverse client base includes 
lenders, developers, real estate equity funds, closely-held 
corporations, and entrepreneurs. The firm also represents landlords 
and tenants in leasing transactions and has particular expertise in 
the areas of tax credits and finance.

“we address all of our clients’ real estate and business needs 
by finding pragmatic business solutions to our clients’ problems,” 
silverang explains. “By deploying our skill sets as problem solvers 
in complex matters, we have consistently helped our clients 
consummate their transactions and realize their business and 
litigation objectives.” 

595 easT lanCasTer avenue, suiTe 203
sT. davids, Pa 19087

Ph: 610.263.0115 
faX: 215.754.4934

www.sanddlawyers.Com
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commercial real estate transactions are 
typically more complex than residential 
transactions. Th ey often involve large 

sums of money and increased liability for 
both parties. Unlike a residential transaction 
where basic consumer protection is provided 
to the buyer, the law takes a neutral approach 
to its treatment of commercial transactions. 
Courts will hold the parties to the terms 
of any sales agreement - absent illegality 
or fraud. 

ProPerty valuation
A large part of buying and selling com-

mercial real estate is the process of determin-
ing a value for the property. By nature, real 
estate is a unique product that may have no 
exact sales comparison. For example, a 
buyer may be looking to purchase a movie 
theater in an area where there is no other 
theater that has sold to establish a market 
value for the property.  Further, commercial 
property often has an income component 

that adds to the value of the property, and 
typically has a current and future income 
stream that must be factored in to the sales 
price. A professional valuation expert can 
help set a price for the property.

sales negotiation and due diligenCe
Buying and selling commercial real estate 

is typically subject to intense negotiation. 
Commercial buyers must investigate the 
transaction thoroughly before making a 
decision.  During the sales negotiation, the 
buyer has leeway to determine facts that 
impact the value of the property and attempt 
to gain concessions from the seller to off set 
any problems. 

assuMing liaBility
Another important aspect of buying and 

selling commercial real estate is the poten-
tial transfer of legal liability to the new 
owner. If commercial property is found to 
violate certain laws, it can be subject to gov-

ernment regulation. Th e current owner is 
responsible for resolving this regardless of 
who initially created the hazard.

loss oF liQuidity
Commercial real estate transactions 

typically tie up large sums of liquid assets. 
Owners can have trouble with tenants and 
vacancy rates that aff ect their ability to make 
fi nancing payments on the property. Com-
mercial real estate purchases can come with 
long-term risks which must be evaluated 
prior to making the purchase.

AS SEEN ON

BuyinG anD SellinG 
CoMMerCial real estate
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maurice is nationally known for his relentless 

commitment to his clients and for creative 

solutions. he litigates in state and federal courts 

around the country and has had highly publicized successes for fi nancial 

institutions, bankruptcy trustees, and public and private corporations and 

their offi cers. maurice has extensive experience with litigation involving 

complex commercial transactions, funds transfers, payment systems, and 

business bankruptcies.

maurice understands the unique needs of his clients and develops 

dynamic solutions for their legal problems whether their needs involve 

creditors’ rights proceedings, enforcement of payment obligations, or 

other business litigation services. Clients from across the country have 

sought his innovative approach to litigation and dispute resolution. his 

commitment to a potent presentation of his clients’ rights has earned him 

considerable acclaim and recognition from his colleagues, adversaries and 

numerous courts. maurice has received an av Peer review rating®, the 

highest level of professional excellence in the martindale-hubbell system 

and has been named a super lawyer for eight years by Pennsylvania 

superlawyers magazine.

Maurice r. Mitts
cOmpleX cOmmerciAl litigAtiOn, 
bAnKruptcY, creditOrS’ rightS

MiTTs law, llc

3500 reading way, huntingdon Valley, pa 19006
ph: 215.569.1800 | fax: 215.569.1822
mmitts@mittslaw.com | www.mittslaw.com
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reAl eStAte FinAnce, venture cApitAl, 
privAte eQuitY

Jeffrey B. rotWitt

for over 40 years, mr. rotwitt has practiced 

corporate and real estate law, fi rst as a manag-

ing partner of a major Philadelphia fi rm and now 

on his own as he pursues a myriad of entrepreneurial ventures. he has 

extensive experience in various roles as sponsor, counsel or investor in 

many specialty or trophy real estate developments, private equity funds, 

joint ventures and start-up companies.

mr. rotwitt founded sun Center studios, Pennsylvania’s newest state-

of-the-art entertainment and feature fi lm production facility in suburban 

Philadelphia where he is currently the President and Chief executive offi cer.

mr. rotwitt received his Bachelor of arts degree, magna cum laude, 

from the university of Pennsylvania and his master of Business adminis-

tration with a concentration in finance from the wharton school of the 

university of Pennsylvania. mr. rotwitt also graduated from Penn’s 

school of law, where he was awarded the degree of Juris doctor. he has

 served as an adjunct professor at Penn’s school of law teaching graduate 

courses in entrepreneurship.

JeffRey B. RoTwiTT

250 north commerce drive, aston, pa 19014
ph: 610.492.7600
www.suncenterstudios.com
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Gerald stanshine focuses on criminal defense 

and personal injury. he has successfully repre-

sented clients in high-profi le matters. Gerald 

has appeared on wPvi’s (channel 6) action news: issues and answers and 

has been a guest faculty member with the national institute for Trial ad-

vocacy. he has spoken before and given advice to various Pennsylvania 

governmental agencies and commissions. he is a former arbitrator for the 

Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas. Gerald is lead counsel to the f.o.P. 

in Philadelphia for police offi cers in internal affairs investigations and disci-

plinary hearings. he has been selected for Pennsylvania super lawyers for 

six consecutive years and has been selected to the national Trial lawyers’ 

Top 100 Trial lawyers for 2011, 2012, and 2013. he has also been selected 

by the american society of legal advocates as a Top 100 Criminal defense 

lawyer in Pennsylvania for 2013. Gerald is proud to have also been rated 

av Preeminent® by martindale-hubbell (its highest rating) and selected for 

philadelphia’s top rated lawyers in 2012, 2013 and for 2014.

gerald s. stanshine
criminAl lAw; perSOnAl inJurY, plAintiFF

GeRald s. sTaNshiNe & associaTes, llc

1515 Market street, suite 1801, philadelphia, pa 19102 
ph: 215.568.1100 | fax: 215.568.1125 
gstanshine@stanshinelaw.com
www.stanshinelaw.com
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with over 30 years of legal experience, Brian 

strauss is one of the most respected trial attor-

neys in the areas of nursing home abuse, medi-

cal malpractice and serious personal injury. Brian has been most recently 

involved in trials that have helped create the law for the protection of the 

elderly in nursing home abuse matters. experienced attorneys who trust his 

judgment often refer cases to Brian to assist their clients. Brian is dedicated 

to helping those people that need it the most. he takes great care in pro-

viding his clients with personal attention and getting them the justice they 

deserve in even the most diffi cult cases. 

Brian’s attorney rating of av Preeminent® represents professional excel-

lence held by less than 5% of attorneys in the u.s. denoting the highest 

accolade an attorney can receive for legal ability and ethical standards gen-

erated from anonymous evaluations of attorneys and judges.

if you or your loved one suffered serious injuries in Pennsylvania or new 

Jersey, contact Brian at (215) 259-8233 or Brian@brianstrausslaw.com for a 

free consultation.

Brian l. strauss, esQuire
nurSing hOme AbuSe & neglect, 
medicAl mAlprActice, perSOnAl inJurY

BRiaN l. sTRauss, P.c.

ph: 215.259.8233
brian@brianstrausslaw.com
www.brianstrausslaw.com
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Jerald david august, Co-Chair of the Taxation & wealth Planning department at fox 
rothschild llP and a nationally recognized tax lawyer, advises clients on the tax impacts of 
structuring international and domestic business transactions. he also advises high-net-worth 
individuals, both u.s. citizens and non-residents, on estate planning matters. he is further 
engaged in tax controversy and litigation matters.

august, who graduated from the wharton school of the university of Pennsylvania, 
received his law degree from the university of Pittsburgh school of law and his ll.m. in 
Taxation from the new york university school of law. after practicing tax law for 10 years 
in Palm Beach, he was admitted as partner in the miami firm steel hector & davis in 1986. 
in 1988 he founded his own firm, a tax law boutique, which in 2005 merged with fox 
rothschild, a national law firm with more than 500 lawyers in 18 cities across the country.

august, who grew up in wynnewood and is a proud alumnus of lower merion high, 
centers his practice at fox rothschild in Philadelphia and resides in haverford, Pennsylvania, 
with his wife susan. he also practices at the firm’s west Palm Beach office and maintains a 
residence in Jupiter, florida. 

he is an active member of the american law institute and has published numerous 
articles on federal taxation for national law journals. august has frequently spoken on 
matters of federal taxation for the american law institute, the Tax section of the american 
Bar association, the new york university federal institute on Taxation, the nyu Graduate 
Tax law Program, and the Tax sections of the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and florida Bar 
associations. he is the editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Business entities, a national tax 
publication, and the former editor-in-Chief of the Tax lawyer, a preeminent tax law review. 
he has been selected for inclusion in super lawyers and The Best lawyers in america for 
many years. he also publishes a blog on federal Taxation at fox rothschild’s website.

JerAld dAvid AuguSt

LEGAL  LEADERS

2000 markeT sT., 21sT fl, PhiladelPhia, Pa 19103
Ph: 215.299.2883 | faX: 215.299.2150
JaUGUsT@foXRoThsChild.CoM

222 lakeview ave., sTe 700, wesT Palm BeaCh, fl 33401
Ph: 561.804.4401 | faX: 561.835.9602

www.foXRoThsChild.CoM

foX rothschild llP
Business & coMMercial, taXation, trusts and estates

c
hallenging a will is diffi  cult, but it can be 
done. You can challenge a will if facts 
indicate that the will was not properly 

made or was the result of fraud, mistake, 
or improper infl uence on the person who 
made the will—referred to as the “decedent” 
after death.

A valid will requires that the decedent 
possessed “testamentary capacity,” sometimes 
referred to as having a “sound mind,” at the 
time the will was made. Th e decedent must 
also have met the state’s minimum age re-
quirement. Challenging a will on the basis 
of capacity typically requires showing that 
the decedent did not understand the nature 
and extent of the property or the identity of 
natural heirs. Typically, such a challenge re-
quires medical evidence showing mental 
impairment. 

A challenge of undue infl uence means 
the decedent did not make the will of free 
choice, but solely due to the improper infl u-
ence of another person. A common situation 

that leads to such a challenge is where a lone 
sibling cares for an infi rm parent, and the 
caregiver sibling receives a greater portion of 
the parent’s estate than other siblings. Th is 
is particularly true if the parent has changed 
his will while under the care of the sibling 
and if this fact was kept secret from the 
other siblings.

FRAUD OR MISTAKE
A will can be challenged for fraud, such 

as when pages have been inserted after the 
decedent signed the will or the decedent’s 
signature is forged. If the will was not exe-
cuted properly, with only one witness signa-
ture when two are required, for example, the 
will can be challenged as invalid. Sometimes 
a will that has been previously revoked is 
mistakenly (or purposefully) submitted for 
probate. Th is version will be rejected when 
the superseding will is provided. 

You challenge a will by fi ling an appropri-
ate petition in the state probate court that 

has control over the decedent’s estate. Th e 
type of petition, the basis for the challenge, 
and the likely results depend on the state law 
where the court is located.  Each state’s law 
has its own rules, which can diff er. 

Challenging a will because you believe 
your inheritance should be greater involves 
a risk of violating the “no-contest clause.” If 
you fail, the will is valid and the no-contest 
clause will prevent you from receiving the 
inheritance left to you. State law varies re-
garding the conditions under which a no-
contest clause is valid.

Challenging a Will 
may leave you With nothinG 

AS SEEN ON
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MEDICAL MALPRACTICE, PERSONAL INJURY

messa & Associates, p.c. proudly acknowledge Joseph l. Messa, Jr. and richard J. 
heleniak for being recognized as Philadelphia’s Top Rated Lawyers!

mr. messa and mr. heleniak are Av preeminent® rated attorneys, members of both the 
million dollar Advocates Forum, multi-million dollar Advocates Forum, and named as 
top 100 trial lawyers by the national trial lawyers. 

mr. messa, the firm’s founder, is an advocate of American board of trial Advocates and 
a member of the premier trial lawyers. he has obtained more than 10 verdicts and 
settlements over $10 million, one over $100 million and more than 60 over $1 million.

mr. heleniak, a trial lawyer for over 30 years, is board certified as a civil trial Specialist 
by the national board of trial Advocates. he has obtained multiple verdicts and settle-
ments exceeding $1 million, including a $2.15 million birth injury verdict affirmed by the 
pennsylvania Supreme court.

we invest our experience, energy, and compassion into every case. 

123 S 22ND STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103 
215.568.350 0 |  WWW.MESSALAW.COM
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John M. Willis, Esq.

Eric F. Spade, Esq. 
!

Trial Lawyers
215-498-1000

!
Civil Rights, Dram Shop,

Premises Liability,
Concussion Injury,

Complex Personal Injury
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The law offi ces of robert f. zielinski is a specialty 

law fi rm providing guidance on legal matters 

relating to patents, (specializing in medical 

devices), trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, e-commerce, licensing 

and related litigation. located in Philadelphia and admitted to practice 

in new Jersey, we regularly advise a wide range of regional, national and 

international clients including established publicly traded and privately 

held companies, innovative tech start-ups as well as individual inventors, 

authors and artists.

our patent experience includes medical devices, pharmaceuticals, toys, 

telecommunications, food processing technologies, industrial packaging 

and labeling, plastics manufacturing, networks and rfid tracking devices. 

our trademark expertise includes trademark clearance, prosecution, licens-

ing, udrP domain name dispute resolution and litigation.

Past departmental chair of wolfBlock, llP’s intellectual property and 

information technology practice. martindale-hubbell av rated® and avvo 

10.0 superb. pA super lawyer and an alm philadelphia top rated lawyer.

roBert f. ZielinsKi
intellectuAl prOpertY, 
internet lAw, technOlOgY

The law offices of RoBeRT f. ZieliNsKi

One south broad street, suite 1600, philadelphia, pa 19107
ph: 215.731.9100 
www.rfzlaw.com
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Jeffrey has been representing clients in business-

related matters for over 25 years—fi rst as an ac-

countant and for the past 20 years as an attorney. Jeff concentrates his 

practice on franchise and distribution-related transactions, litigation and 

pre-litigation counseling, and also handles general commercial matters. he 

frequently represents franchisors and manufacturers in litigation regarding 

trademark, post-termination covenants and related issues. he also assists 

franchisors and other business clients in reaching effective, common sense 

solutions to day-to-day problems. 

Jeff has been selected by his peers to receive the “super lawyer” des-

ignation for franchise law in Philadelphia magazine every year. Jeff is also 

a member of the Board of Trustees of the Brookfi eld schools, a private 

nonprofi t group of schools which offer educational and clinical services to 

students with emotional needs.

Jeffrey ZucKer
FrAnchiSe, intellectuAl prOpertY, 
cOmmerciAl litigAtiOn

fisheR ZucKeR llc

21 south 21st street, philadelphia, pa 19103
ph: 215.825.3100 | jzucker@fisherzucker.com | www.fisherzucker.com
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f raud involves lying about something or 
deceiving someone for gain. Th e gain 
is usually fi nancial. Health insurance 

is a complex system that opens the door for 
many types of fraud. Anyone who defrauds 
an insurance company is subject to a wide 
range of penalties, from charges under fed-
eral health care statutes to embezzlement 
and theft. Th e U.S. Attorney’s Offi  ce pros-
ecutes insurance fraud crimes.

Who Pays For insuranCe Fraud?
Insurance fraud pushes up the cost of 

everything you buy and use. How? Con-
sider the following scenario.

Every company providing goods or ser-
vices pays for insurance as a cost of doing 
business. As a result of insurance fraud—the 
insurance company must raise rates. To 
cover the increased cost of insurance, the 
company must charge you more for goods 
and services. Bottom line; insurance fraud 
makes everything more expensive for ev-

erybody. Insurance fraud is not simply a 
problem for insurance companies, it’s a prob-
lem for all of us—everybody loses and ev-
erybody pays. Insurance fraud also diverts 
resources from law enforcement and fi re 
services. 

Patient Fraud May seeM innoCent
A patient can commit insurance fraud 

without understanding its seriousness. For 
example, a person might give an insurance 
card to an uninsured friend or relative be-
cause that person badly needs to see a doc-
tor, but can’t aff ord it. Although it might 
seem like a kind thing to do, it’s still fraud 
committed against the insurance company, 
and both the insured and the friend would 
be liable. Health insurance fraud also occurs 
when a patient uses benefi ts to fi ll forged 
prescriptions.

insurers Can Be guilty oF Fraud
Most states require that insurers have 

licenses in order to do business, but occasion-
ally unscrupulous insurers can slip around 
the licensing process. When they do, they 
may collect your premiums but be unable to 
pay your claims. Th is is consumer fraud. You 
could fi nd yourself responsible for signifi cant 
medical bills. If this happens to you, speak 
with an attorney to explore your options— 
more specifi cally, an insurance lawyer.

need to KnoW
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health inSurance frauD 
raises insuranCe Costs For everyone
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nastlaw attorneys combine over 90 years of complex civil litigation 
experience. we provide our clients with experienced, confident 
representation to guide them in the most difficult cases.

our firm’s focus is on complex civil litigation, including 
pharmaceutical litigation and antitrust litigation. firm founder 
dianne nast brings decades of complex litigation experience 
to the firm. ms. nast has been recognized by Courts across the 
country for her skill and leadership in complex litigation.

aNTiTRusT liTiGaTioN 
nastlaw attorneys are nationally recognized for their antitrust 
experience and have been appointed to significant leadership 
positions in some of the largest antitrust cases. our lawyers have 
successfully litigated dozens of major antitrust cases to protect 
consumers and ensure fair competition for businesses. 

Mass ToRT liTiGaTioN 
our attorneys are known for taking leadership roles in mass tort 
litigation. nastlaw attorneys currently hold court-appointed 
leadership roles in several major pharmaceutical and medical 
device cases.

ouR PRoMise 
nastlaw attorneys fight for victims - our clients can be assured 
they will receive vigorous and aggressive representation. This work 
is our passion, and we are dedicated to helping consumers and 
institutions defend their rights when harmed by large corporations.

LEGAL  LEADERS

1101 markeT sT., sTe 2801, PhiladelPhia, Pa 19107
Ph: 215.923.9300

www.nasTlaw.Com

nastlaW, llc
antitrust litigation, PharMaceutical litigation, Personal inJury

Joanne e. Matusko Matthew a. Reid

dianne M. Nast

daniel N. Galluci

erin c. BurnsMichelle s. Burkholder
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Stephen denittiS

LEGAL  LEADERS
from left: shane T. Prince, stephen P. deNittis, Joseph a. osefchen

luig
i c

iuffetelli

dEnittis osefchen P.c.
class  act ions , Personal  inJury, consuMer  fraud

denittis osefchen, P.C. is a premier firm in new Jersey 
and Pennsylvania litigating matters throughout the 
country ranging from high profile national class actions 
to catastrophic personal injury cases.

laNdMaRK cases over the years, the firm has 
earned a reputation by taking on big companies that 
put corporate profits ahead of consumers’ health and 
well-being. The groundbreaking class actions cases 
denittis osefchen has litigated have resulted in 
landmark decisions on previously untried issues 
involving construction defects, false advertising 
claims, wage and hour violations, real estate vendor 
overcharging, gas utility safety issues, and fraudulent product sales. 

“our philosophy is that we can maximize results for our clients by accepting a limited number of cases 
and thoroughly preparing every case for trial – so that we are never forced to settle,” says managing partner 
stephen P. denittis. with this approach, the firm has achieved precedent setting results for its clients.

BRoad eXPeRieNce The attorneys at denittis osefchen, P.C. have over 49 years combined experience in 
complex areas of catastrophic personal injury and class action litigation and have obtained numerous multimillion-
dollar settlements and verdicts in cases involving defective products, medical malpractice, automobile accidents, 
premises liability, construction defects, environmental pollution and consumer fraud. in fact, in the last 10 years 
alone, they have recovered more than $80 million for consumers.

The attorneys at denittis osefchen, P.C. are no strangers to recognition for their excellence in the profession. 
They have been named south Jersey’s Top attorneys by sj magazine and south jersey magazine in the areas of 
Products liability, Personal injury and Class actions. They have also been recognized by superlawyers and law 
and politics magazines for the years 2006 through 2013. 

PhiladelPhia offiCe
Two Penn CenTer,

sTe 200, 1500 Jfk Blvd.
PhiladelPhia, Pa 19102

Ph: 215.564.1721
faX: 215.564.1759

new Jersey offiCe
five GreenTree CenTre, 
sTe 410, 525 rouTe 73 n.

marlTon, nJ 08053
Ph: 856.797.9951
faX: 856.797.9978 

www.deniTTislaw.Com

m ost people trust that medical devices 
used to treat medical issues are safe. 
Th ey expect that they will feel bet-

ter after the device is used, not worse. But 
sometimes medical devices may be defective 
or used for unintended purposes, which can 
make medical problems worse or even create 
new ones. If this ever happens, one has the 
right to seek damages from the manufacturer, 
hospitals, or doctors who are at fault.

ManuFaCturers striCtly liaBle
Most jurisdictions hold medical device 

manufacturers strictly liable for any injuries 
one suff ers as a result of the use of their prod-
ucts. Th ese might include a faulty pacemak-
er, heart valve, prosthetic knee, trans-vaginal 
mesh, or any other device. For medical device 
lawsuits, one may argue that the specifi c 
medical device was defective in that it was 
manufactured improperly, or that all of the 
medical devices are fl awed because of a design 
fl aw. When many people are aff ected, they 

can join together to fi le a mass tort.
Convincing a jury that a manufacturer’s 

medical device was designed or manufactured 
improperly isn’t enough to win a case. Th e 
plaintiff  will also need to show that the device 
was the reason for your injuries. Lawyers for 
the manufacturer may try to blame the inju-
ries on something other than the medical 
device, so there is the need to be prepared 
with as much evidence as possible.

doCtor’s resPonsiBility
It is possible that a device did not cause 

your injury, but rather a doctor’s error or 
decision to use it in ways in which it wasn’t 
intended. In this case, one may want to sue 
your doctor instead of the manufacturer, 
claiming that the doctor was negligent to use 
such a device. To prove negligence, it must 
be proven that the doctor failed to exercise 
great care or sound judgment. However, a 
jury must be convinced that the device was 
the cause of the injury.

Monetary daMages
A personal injury lawsuit involving

a medical device can provide you with mon-
ey damages that cover the cost of obtaining 
medical treatment for your injuries; wages 
you lost or will lose because of the injury; 
and amounts for your emotional distress, 
physical pain, and inconvenience.

Some MediCal deviCes 
can hurt more than help

 � Can I still sue even after a manufacturer 
has recalled a defective medical device?

QUESTION FOR YOUR ATTORNEY

AS SEEN ON

need to KnoW



20 \\ Philadelphia’s top rated lawyers To See A Directory of All AV Preeminent® Rated Attorneys in Philadelphia visit www.law.com/Philadelphiatoprated

philadelphia’s top rated lawyers™ in 2013
www.law.com/philadelphiatopratedPaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

BerkoWitz & 
aSSociateS, p.c.

10000 lincoln 
drive east
Suite 202
marlton, nJ 08053

ph: 856.350.6060

fax: 856.751.1677

steven a. Berkowitz, attorney and 

mechanical engineer, concentrates 

his practice in construction law 

consulting contractors, engineers, 

owners and construction associa-

tions in new Jersey, Pennsylvania 

and new york, helping his clients 

with the bidding process, claims, 

contract formation, construction 

litigation and labor issues.

mr. Berkowitz is general 

counsel to the south Jersey 

mechanical Contractors association 

and the south Jersey Building 

Contractors association.

in addition to his practice 

mr. Berkowitz is an arbitrator 

appointed to the prestigious 

american arbitration association 

panel of neutrals.

www.contractorlawOffices.com

conStruction lAw

steven a. BerKoWitZ, esQ.
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Wapner, neWman, 
WiGrizer, Brecher
& miller, 
a profeSSional 
corporation

2000 market St. 
Ste. 2750
philadelphia 
pA 19103

ph: 215.569.0900

brecherm@wnwlaw.com

www.wnwlaw.com

marc G. Brecher is the managing 
partner of wapner, newman, 
wigrizer, Brecher & miller. for the 
past 28 years, mr. Brecher’s practice 
has been devoted to represent ing 
victims of medical negligence. 
he has represented clients through-
out Pennsylvania, new Jersey, 
and delaware. he has exten sive 
experience representing children 
who have suffered brain injury dur-
ing the labor and delivery process 
from trauma or lack of oxygen. he 
also has experience in cases 
in volving failure to timely diagnose 
cancer and other medical condi-
tions and intra-operative errors. for 
the last six years he has been 
selected by the national Trial 
lawyers to Top 100 Trial lawyers 
and has held martindale-hubbell’s 
highest av rating® for lawyer excel-
lence for more than 15 years. in 
addition, he was recently elected 
to a three year term on the Board 
of directors of the Philadelphia Trial 
lawyers association.

medicAl mAlprActice, 
perSonAl inJury

Marc g. Brecher
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SeGal 
mccamBriDGe 
SinGer & 
mahoney, ltD.

1818 market Street, 
Suite 2600
philadelphia, pA 
19103

ph: 215.399.2004
fax: 215.972.8016 

jcagnoli@smsm.com

www.smsm.com

Trial lawyer Joseph Cagnoli, Jr. 
represents individuals, corpora-
tions, and public entities in product 
liability, toxic tort/environmental, 
and municipal/public entity liabil-
ity matters. he serves as national 
coordinating counsel for several 
clients and has litigated in state and 
federal courts in multiple jurisdic-
tions including Pennsylvania, 
California, Texas, and delaware.

a leading attorney in oil and 
gas/hydrofracturing matters, 
mr. Cagnoli frequently speaks 
and publishes on this emerging 
area of environmental litigation. 
mr. Cagnoli also has significant 
experience representing manufac-
turers of vehicles and commercial 
and industrial equipment in product 
liability and toxic exposure matters 
involving benzene, asbestos, and 
other substances.

a Pennsylvania native, 
mr. Cagnoli received his law 
degree from the widener university 
school of law (harrisburg) and 
his undergraduate degree 
from dickinson College. he is a 
member of the Pennsylvania and 
Philadelphia Bar associations.

productS liAbility, 
environmentAl lAw, 
buSineSS & commerciAl, 
oil & gAS

JosePh cagnoli, Jr.
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laW office of 
nialena 
caravaSoS, llc
926 public ledger bldg. 
620 chestnut Street
philadelphia, pA 19106

ph: 215.925.5200

nialena4defense
@gmail.com

www.nialenacaravasos.com

nialena is consistently recognized 
as one of the top federal criminal 
lawyers in Philadelphia and as a 
strategic, sincere, and relentless 
advocate who is unafraid to take 
robert frost’s “less traveled by road” 
in defending her controversial clients 
(i.e. alleged mobsters, arab 
americans, a powerful senator, 
doctors, lawyers, Ceos, high-level 
federal government officials) in high-
profile, complex federal criminal 
cases. repeatedly honored as a “Top 
100 Trial lawyer” by the national 
trial lawyers, nialena was also 
recently featured on the 
superlawyers cover in philadelphia 
magazine and in a superlawyers 
article entitled “fierce,” where she 
was described as not only “going the 
extra mile” in fighting for her clients, 
but also as being a “chief, not an 
indian” who made her reputation 
early on in the merlino federal mafia 
trial by being unafraid to break ranks 
when “arrayed against a coterie of 
high-powered attorneys drawn from 
the old boys network of lawyers” in 
order to best represent and protect 
her client.

FederAl 
criminAl deFenSe, 
white-collAr crime,
criminAl deFenSe

nialena caravasos
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Defino laW 
aSSociateS, p.c.

2541 S. broad St. 
philadelphia, pA 
19148

ph: 215.551.9099

fax: 215.551.4099

definolawyers.com

a summa cum laude graduate, 
Phi Beta kappa member and 1978 
graduate of villanova university 
school of law, michael anthony 
defino has tried a multitude of 
high-profile cases reported by CBs, 
nBC, foX, Cnn, esPn, aBC, the 
philadelphia inquirer, philadelphia 
daily news, chicago tribune and 
new york times.

mr. defino is the lone attorney to 
secure an acquittal for his client in 
one of the most complex multi-
defendant federal criminal cases in 
Philadelphia’s history. he has repre-
sented a plethora of civil clients in 
medical malpractice and personal 
injury suits and obtained several 
multimillion-dollar settlements.

mr. defino has appeared before 
every level of state and federal 
court in Pennsylvania and is admit-
ted to practice before the united 
states supreme Court. he has 
served as a senior officer of the 
Pennsylvania disciplinary Board.

criminAl deFenSe,
plAintiFF’S perSonAl 
inJury

Michael anthony dEfino

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

jacoBy 
Donner p.c.
1700 market Street 
Suite 3100
philadelphia, pA 
19103
ph: 215.563.2400 
fax: 215.563.2870
wdenmark@
jacobydonner.com 
www.jacobydonner.com

william a. denmark is the 
managing shareholder of Jacoby 
donner P.C. mr. denmark maintains 
a multi-disciplinary practice 
concentrating in construction, real 
estate, and business law. 

mr. denmark assists clients in 
the preparation and negotiation 
of construction contracts, 
sales/purchase agreements for 
real estate and businesses, 
financing documents and lease 
agreements. mr. denmark also 
prepares buy-sell agreements for 
company principals, employment 
agreements for key personnel, and 
provides estate and business 
succession planning services.

mr. denmark has lectured 
at seminars on construction 
law, business succession planning, 
and trade association law and 
governance. mr. denmark 
graduated with an a.B. magna 
cum laude from Cornell university, 
where he was admitted to Phi Beta 
kappa. he earned his law degree 
from the university of Pennsylvania 
school of law. 

reAl eStAte, 
conStruction, 
buSineSS 
& commerciAl

WilliaM a. denMarK

Ph: 215.587.9500 | elhpc@aol.com

E.L. HANNAWAY
PERSONAL INJURY, CIVIL LAW, LITIGATION

P.O. Box 50, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 

e. lawrence hannaway has been a civil trial lawyer 

for over 30 years. he has had numerous seven 

figure settlements and verdicts. he graduated 

with honors from George washington university 

law school from which he also received an ll.m. 

on full scholarship as a Teaching fellow. 

after that he became a Trial lawyer at the 

united states department of Justice in 

washington d.C. he was a partner at two plaintiffs’ 

law firms until 1985 when he decided to become 

a sole practitioner. 

since that time he has accepted matters in the 

civil area in personal injury and otherwise. he has 

been and continues to be a member of the 

national Bar of Preeminent lawyers.

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

FRANCIS X. NOLAN

Mr. nolan is a former naval reserve 
(Jagc) captain and presently a civilian 

personal injury attorney who has 
recently completed 50 years of service 
to his clients. he would like to thank 

them for placing their trust in him and 
permitting him to serve their needs.

1622 Madeira aVe., JenKintOwn, pa 19046 
p: 215.887.6606 f: 215.887.1609

P E R S O N A L  I N J U R Y

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

mr. Staffin is a principal in the law firm of O’neill, bragg 
& Staffin, p.c. which he co-founded in 1993. he is a 
graduate of temple university School of law (J.d., 1982) 
(l.l.m. taxation, 1987). he is also a certified public 
Accountant. he concentrates his practice in real estate 
and tax matters, focusing on the representation of own-
ers, developers, investors and property managers involved 
or participating in affordable housing developments and 
projects, including those generating tax credits (e.g. 
Federal low income housing tax credits and rehabilitation 
tax credits), utilizing various Federal, state and local 
financing, rental and other subsidy and assistance pro-
grams and involving the participation of or partnership 
with state and/or local housing agencies and authorities.

Also serving as a principal in the firm is gary l. bragg 
(gbragg@obs-law.com) who concentrates his practice in 
general business and transactional matters.

o’Neill,  BRaGG & sTaffiN, p.C.

720 Johnsville blvd., Suite 1220, warminster, pA 18974
p: 215.956.2800  |  F: 215.956.2838  |  mstaffin&obs-law.com

MeL staFFin, esq.
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PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

Diorio & 
Sereni, llp

21 west Front Street
p.O. box 1789
media, pA 19063

ph: 484.842.0531 
fax: 610.891.0652

rdiorio@
dioriosereni.com

www.dioriosereni.com

Robert M. diorio, in practice for 

over 35 years, concentrates in wills 

and estates, school and municipal 

law, and family law. he has served 

numerous governmental entities, 

including the delaware County 

Prison Board, delaware County 

services for the aging (Cosa), 

the Pa. secretary of education, 

and numerous school districts 

and municipalities. 

with extensive litigation experi-

ence, mr. diorio has also served as 

a support master, Custody 

Conciliator, and as a director and 

officer of the delaware County Bar 

association. he is listed in the Bar 

register of Preeminent lawyers, 

and retains a 10.0 avvo rating. 

truStS & eStAteS, 
educAtion, 
FAmily lAw

roBert M. dIorio, esQ.

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

fairlie & 
lippy, p.c.

1501 lower State 
road, Suite 304
north wales, pA 
19454

ph: 215.997.1000 
fax: 215.997.1777

steve@fairlielaw.net

www.fairlielaw.net

steven f. fairlie has been named 
one of the Top 100 lawyers in 
Pennsylvania by philadelphia 
magazine, recognized in the 
national Trial lawyers Top 100 Trial 
lawyers, featured in newsweek and 
awarded the prestigious av 
Preeminent® rating by martindale-
hubbell®, which designates pre-
eminent lawyers based upon legal 
ability and ethics. fairlie has han-
dled some of the largest cases in 
the Philadelphia suburbs, including 
the largest drug case in the state, 
a case involving more than $50 mil-
lion in disputed land transactions, 
and cases involving the death 
Penalty, repressed memory and 
Battered woman’s syndromes. 
fairlie chairs the montgomery 
County Criminal defense 
Committee and is a member of 
its Judiciary Committee. he is a 
frequent lecturer for various state-
wide organizations.

perSonAl inJury, 
criminAl lAw

steven f. fairlie

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

elDer laW 
officeS of 
GerharD 
& GerharD

222 South easton 
road, Suite 104
glenside, pA 19038

ph: 215.885.6785
fax: 215.885.6784 

www.paelderlaw.net

rgerhard@
paelderlaw.net

robert C. Gerhard iii, esq., is an 
elder law specialist with expertise 
in representing seniors entering a 
nursing home. he helps seniors 
legally protect assets from nursing 
home costs. attorney Gerhard lim-
its his practice exclusively to elder 
law matters and is certified as an 
elder law attorney by the national 
elder law foundation, which is 
accredited by the Pennsylvania 
supreme Court. he has been hon-
ored by martindale-hubbell with 
its av® Preeminent rating for both 
legal ability and ethics. mr. Gerhard 
teaches continuing legal education 
courses regularly, and is past 
Chair of the Pennsylvania Bar 
association’s elder law section. he 
wrote Pennsylvania’s leading law 
treatise on the subject of financing 
long-term care, Pennsylvania 
medicaid-long-term Care, 2013 
edition. he has been selected by 
his peers for inclusion in the 2013 
edition of best lawyers in America. 

elder lAw, 
medicAid plAnning, 
eStAte plAnning

roBert c. gerhard iii, esQ.

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

the laW 
officeS of 
Stanley m. 
joffe, eSQ.

Suite 225 
2 tower bridge 
1 Fayette Street
conshohocken
pA 19428

ph: 610.234.0627

smjoffe@
sterlingtrustees.com

stan has over 40 years experience 
in trust law, estate planning, pre-
immigration planning and tax law 
with an emphasis on international 
trust transactions. Before going into 
practice for himself, stan was a 
partner at a large Philadelphia-
based law practice, where he 
focused on domestic and interna-
tional tax and estate planning. 

he is a member of the society of 
Trust and estate Practitioners. stan 
is admitted to practice in 
Pennsylvania and south africa and 
is a published author and speaker 
on international tax and estate 
planning. he holds a law degree in 
income tax and estate planning 
from Temple university school of 
law and earned his bachelor of 
commerce degree, bachelor of laws 
degree and higher diploma in 
south african tax law from the 
university of the witwatersrand.

truStS & eStAteS, 
immigrAtion, tAX lAw, 
internAtionAl lAw

stanley M. Joffe

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

john j. 
kerriGan, jr.
attorney at laW

the lofts at 
Oxford valley 
174 middletown 
blvd., Suite c 300 
langhorne, pA 19047

ph: 215.375.7105 
toll free: 866.942.8181
fax: 215.741.0123

john@jjkerrigan.com

www.jjkerrigan.com

my criminal defense practice is 
about helping people in trouble. i 
have been defending people 
charged with crimes for more than 
35 years and have represented 
criminal defendants in more than 
250 jury trials. my entire practice is 
dedicated to defending adults and 
juveniles charged with crimes.

i represent both adult and juve-
nile criminal defendants in Bucks 
County and throughout southeast-
ern Pennsylvania, as well as in fed-
eral criminal cases in Pennsylvania.

i have been selected as a 
pennsylvania superlawyer and am 
av Peer review rated ® through 
martindale-hubbell®. i am a former 
president of both the Bucks County 
Bar association and Pennsylvania 
association of Criminal defense 
lawyers, and served on the federal 
Criminal Justice act panel for more 
than 25 years.

everyone charged with a crime 
deserves a high-quality criminal 
defense. Contact me now for a free 
consultation about your defense.

criminAl deFenSe

John J. Kerrigan, Jr.

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

laW officeS of 
hoWarD Bruce 
klein, pc

1700 market Street, 
Suite 3025
philadelphia, pA 
19103

ph: 215.972.1411
fax: 215.564-4048 

www.hbklein.com

howard Bruce klein is a leading trial 
lawyer and legal educator. he prac-
tices in his own firm in the areas of 
white-collar criminal defense and civil 
enforcement actions. he has success-
fully represented individuals, corpo-
rations, chief executive officers, and 
employees of corporations in the full 
range of economic and white-collar 
criminal cases, including healthcare, 
pharmaceutical litigation, antitrust, 
securities, tax, financial institution 
fraud, racketeering, public corrup-
tion, etc. formerly, he was a Partner 
and litigation department Chairman 
of Blank rome, llP and Chief of the 
Criminal division of the Philadelphia 
u.s. attorney’s office. a graduate of 
Georgetown law school, he is list-
ed—for white-collar crime—in 
Chambers usa (Band one), The Best 
lawyers in america, superlawyers, 
and u.s news & world report (Tier 
one, Philadelphia).

white-collAr 
criminAl deFenSe, 
civil litigAtion

hoWard Bruce Klein

JAMES J. OLIVER is a senior partner in the 
firm Oliver & Caiola. He has practiced law in 
Philadelphia and the surrounding suburban 

counties in state and federal courts since 1970. 
Mr. Oliver has been instrumental in receiving 

multimillion-dollar verdicts in product 
liability, business, and international cases. He 

is a trial attorney in the areas of personal 
injury, products liability, medical malpractice, 

and insurance law. He has held various 
committee posts in both the Pennsylvania and 

Montgomery County Bar Associations. 

He is active in the Association of Trial Lawyers 
of America and has been designated an 

Advocate by the National College of Advocacy.

2500 deKalB PiKe
easT NoRRiToN, Pa 19401

Ph: 610.277.4000 | olaw@iNJuRy-law.coM
WWW.INJURY-LAW.COM

&Oliver  Caiola
PERSONAL INJURY, ELDER AND ESTATE LAW,

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE

to order reprints of

philadelphia’s  
Top Rated Lawyers of 2013,
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or
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PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

the WeScott 
laW firm, pc

239 South 
camac Street
philadelphia, 
pA 19107

ph: 215.545.0324 
fax: 215.545.0326

after many years at a large firm, 
ms. wescott founded her own firm 
in 2004, to practice criminal 
defense, primarily federal, and 
complex commercial litigation. she 
has obtained significant settle-
ments in civil rights and personal 
injury cases. she represents indi-
viduals and corporations in the full 
range of economic and white-collar 
cases. she has won jury trials and 
appeals in fraud, environmental, 
obstruction of justice and drug and 
weapon cases. a graduate of 
Temple law school, she holds an 
mBa, is active on the boards of 
non-profits renewing developing 
areas in Philadelphia and numerous 
legal organizations. ms. wescott is 
licensed in Pa, nJ, nC and dC. she 
was selected by her peers for inclu-
sion in the best lawyers in America. 
she is the author of books and 
numerous articles.

criminAl deFenSe: 
non-white-collAr

lynanne B. Wescott

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

john B. Whalen, jr.
attorney at laW

1199 heyward road
wayne, pA 19087

ph: 610.407.0220 
fax: 610.407.0220

jw60297@me.com

whalenwillslaw.com

John B. whalen Jr., J.d., ll.m., an 
av Peer review rated® and avvo 
10.0 superb rated, attorney and 
Counselor at law, has been practic-
ing law for almost a quarter century.

he provides free initial home 
consultations seven days per week 
(including all evenings, weekends, 
and holidays, from 7 a.m. to 10 P.m.), 
charges by agreed fixed fees (no 
hourly or percentage based fees), 
and provides prompt, virtually 
immediate, responses and answers.

he concentrates his legal practice 
solely in the areas of Probate, last 
wills, estate Planning, estate, estate 
administration, estate Taxation and 
estate and fiduciary litigation.

John serves, and has served, indi-
viduals and attorneys in the south-
eastern Pennsylvania metropolitan 
area - including Chester County, 
delaware County, lancaster County, 
montgomery County and 
Philadelphia County.

more details can be found at: 
www.whalenpaprobatelawyers.com

eStAte lAw, eStAte 
plAnning, eStAte 
AdminiStrAtion, 
eStAte tAXAtion

John B. Whalen, Jr. J.d., ll.M.

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

Wapner, 
neWman, 
WiGrizer, 
Brecher
& miller, 
a profeSSional 
corporation
2000 market Street 
Suite 2750
philadelphia, pA 19103
ph: 215.569.0900
wigrizers@wnwlaw.com
www.wnwlaw.com

steven G. wigrizer is an experi-
enced trial attorney who has been 
repeatedly recognized as one of 
the best in his field. his devotion 
to and compassion for his clients 
have earned him a high level of 
client loyalty, while his preparation 
and understanding of complex 
cases have won him the respect of 
his opponents and colleagues. few 
lawyers can match this unique com-
bination. mr. wi grizer concentrates 
his practice on complex civil litiga-
tion including medical malpractice, 
products liability, and construction 
cases. he is a Phi Beta kappa 
graduate of the Pennsylvania state 
university and earned his law 
degree from the Boston university 
school of law. mr. wigrizer is a past 
president of the Philadelphia Trial 
lawyers association and is a fre-
quent lecturer on civil litigation 
issues. he has been selected by the 
national Trial lawyers to its top 100 
Trial lawyers list and has been 
recognized as a Pennsyl vania 
superlawyer in every year these 
awards have been given.

medicAl mAlprActice, 
perSonAl inJury, 
productS liAbility

steven g. WigriZer

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

kurtz & 
revneSS, p.c.

3 glenhardie 
corporate center
1265 drummers lane 
Suite 209
wayne, pA 19087

ph: 610.688.2855
Fax: 610.688.2912

kurtzrevnesspc.com

skurtz@
kurtzrevnesspc.com

stuart B. kurtz is a founding partner 
of kurtz & revness, P.C. and chairs 
the firm’s real estate and Business 
department. he specializes in 
sophisticated real estate and 
corporate transactions, including 
multimillion-dollar mergers and 
acquisitions, licensing and real 
estate deals. his transactional prac-
tice has involved deals throughout 
the u.s. and internationally. he also 
has extensive experience in secur-
ing and closing financing transac-
tions, including loan closings and 
debt and equity raises and serving 
as general counsel to growing 
entrepreneurial companies. he has 
been involved in originating, struc-
turing, and closing various com-
mercial real estate developments 
including hotels, shopping centers, 
apartment buildings and mixed-use 
projects involving conventional new 
markets tax credit financing. he has 
held an av Preeminent® rating of 
5.0 out of 5.0 from martindale-
hubbell for 15 years.

reAl eStAte, 
corporAte And 
commerciAl lAw

stuart B. KurtZ

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

Semanoff 
ormSBy 
GreenBerG & 
torchia, llc

2617 huntingdon pike
huntingdon valley
pA 19006

cormsby@sogtlaw.com

www.sogtlaw.com

Charles w. ormsby, Jr. is the 
managing member of the firm. he 
has over 30 years experience in 
representing clients in the areas of 
business and corporate law. Chuck 
has developed the firm’s commer-
cial/transactional practice into a 
multi-lawyer commercial depart-
ment with extensive experience in 
employment, intellectual property, 
real estate, and commercial litiga-
tion. Chuck’s success is due in large 
part to the care he demonstrates 
for his clients and the attention to 
detail he shows in his work. it is 
those characteristics that have led 
many of his clients to look to him 
as much for his business judgment 
as for his legal analysis. 

Chuck is rated av Preeminent® 
by martindale hubbell®. in addition 
to his legal practice, he travels 
nearly annually to uganda, east 
africa as a missionary.

buSineSS & commerciAl, 
employment, reAl eStAte, 
intellectuAl property

charles W. orMsBy, Jr.

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

plakinS & 
aSSociateS, p.c.

140 east 
State Street
doylestown, pA 
18901

ph: 215.345.0801
fax: 215.340.9530

nplakins@
plakinslaw.com

plakinslaw.com

as senior trial attorney in the 
defense law firm she founded in 
1987, naomi Plakins has tried to 
verdict numerous major civil suits 
involving serious injury or death in 
the areas of medical malpractice, 
products liability, and general liabil-
ity. in medical-malpractice actions, 
her emphasis is on the defense of 
complex cases, including cancer 
diagnosis, birth injuries, open and 
minimally invasive heart surgery, 
and general and orthopedic sur-
gery. she provides insurance-cov-
erage opinions and engages in an 
active appellate practice. she was 
honored to receive martindale-
hubbell®’s av Preeminent® rating, 
the highest possible rating in 
both legal ability and ethic stan-
dards, and has been acknowledged 
in Pennsylvania super lawyers 
since 2006.

medicAl 
mAlprActice, 
civil litigAtion, 
inSurAnce

naoMi a. PlaKins, esQuire

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

mammuth 
& roSenBerG

401 east city line 
Avenue, Suite 122
bala cynwyd,
pA 19004

ph: 610.667.1500
fax: 610.667.3660

www.plaintiff.com

marc rosenberg has been a 
managing partner at mammuth & 
rosenberg since 1986. he prac-
tices law in the state and federal 
courts in many jurisdictions 
including Pennsylvania and new 
Jersey, focusing on negligence 
and Products liability cases. he 
is a member of the million dollar 
advocates forum.

mr. rosenberg has spoken 
frequently at neighboring 
universities and on behalf of the 
Pennsylvania Bar institute, 
Philadelphia Trial lawyers 
associat ion, Pennsly vania 
association for Justice and other 
Bar organizations.

he is member of the 
Pennsylvania, new Jersey and 
american Bar associations as well 
as the Pennsylvania , new Jersey 
and american association for 
Justice. mr. rosenberg has also 
been directed by the Pennsylvania 
Court of Common Pleas to act as 
a Judge Pro Tem and mediator.

perSonAl inJury, 
productS liAbility, 
wrongFul deAth

Marc s. rosenBerg

PaGe PRoof—foR aPPRoval oNly

Shelly laW 
officeS, llc

70 w. Oakland 
Avenue, Suite 208 
doylestown, pA 
18901

ph: 267.454.7940 
fax: 267.454.7941

carol@shelly-law.com
www.shelly-law.com

shelly law offices, llC, handles 
cases throughout Pennsylvania 
including: Philadelphia, Bucks, 
montgomery, lehigh, northampton, 
delaware and Chester Counties.

admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar 
in 1986.

• U.S. District Court, Eastern 
district of Pennsylvania

• U.S. District Court, Middle 
district of Pennsylvania

• U.S. Court of Appeals, 3rd Circuit
• Supreme Court of the U.S.
education: widener university, 

J.d., 1986, Gettysburg College, 
B.a., 1981

Biographical details: lecturer: 
Bucks County Bar association; 
Pennsylvania Bar ins t i tute; 
Pennsylvania Tr ial law yers. 
employment: assistant Public 
defender, 1986-1990; mellon 
webster & shelly, shareholder, 1990-
2012. fellow: american Bar 
foundation; Past President of the 
Bucks County Bar association; 
selected as a member of the Bar 
register of Preeminent women 
lawyers. selected as a Pennsylvania 
super lawyer in 2013.
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carol a. shelly, esQuire
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torchia, llc

2617 huntingdon pike
huntingdon valley
pA 19006

mtorchia@sogtlaw.com

www.sogtlaw.com

michael J. Torchia is a managing 
member of the firm. his practice 
is concentrated in commercial liti-
gation with an emphasis on 
employment law. he represents and 
counsels local, regional, national, 
and international businesses in 
state and federal courts through-
out the country on a variety of litiga-
tion matters. 

he is a sought-after lecturer in 
programs that advise and train 
attorneys and human resources 
personnel, speaks extensively on 
employment law and litigation 
topics and presents in-house train-
ing and seminars for clients. 
mr. Torchia is a well-known investi-
gator, and is routinely hired by other 
attorneys and corporate executives 
to investigate a wide variety of 
workplace misconduct including 
claims of sexual harassment, dis-
crimination, retaliation and wrong-
ful discharge. mr. Torchia also 
serves as an expert witness for 
workplace investigations, and has 
developed programs and lectures 
on workplace investigations.

commerciAl 
litigAtion, lAbor 
& employment

Michael J. torchia
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